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November is here and that means another year older for me.
With the wind letting up in Oct, flying was pretty good. The mornings were
a little cool, but the sun warmed things up nicely. Gary got his new big
Cessna flying with a little eﬀort and some help from Don. Lots of Sport
Cubs, of all sizes showing up at the field, all of them are good flyers. Don't
forget to get tickets to the Christmas party early so we can get a good head count for Joe.
We should have some nice prizes also. So see You all on the Third of Nov.

Coming Events

1. Next Meeting Monday, 3 Nov. 2014, 7:00 PM at the Wallen Shop
2. Dues are payable to Mike Skipwith.
3. Nominations are open for Club Officers.
4. Christmas Party tickets are available from any Club Officers.
The Christmas party is scheduled for 6 December 2014 @ Joe’s Pasta House.
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models in pieces. He would not listen. Some-

Six Keys to Success for New Pilots

times you just have to let them crash. There is no
by Ed Anderson
Whether you have a coach or you are trying to other way to get them to understand.
Many park flyers can be flown in higher winds
learn to fly on your own, you will need to be
mindful of these six areas if you are going to be- by an experienced pilot. I have flown my Aerobird
come a successful RC pilot. After many years of in 18 mph wind (clocked speed), but it is quite
exciting trying to land it.
Always keep the airplane upwind from you.
There is no reason for a new flier to have the
seen as the key areas to stress for new pilots.
Some get it right away and some have to work at model downwind ever!
Orientation: Knowing the orientation of your
it. They are in no particular order because they all
airplane is a real challenge, even for experienced
have to be learned to be successful.
pilots. You have to work at it, and some adults
Wind
have a real problem with left and right regardless
Orientation
working with new fliers at our club, and coaching
fliers on the forums, there are a few things I have

Speed
Altitude
Overcontrol
Preflight check
Wind: The single biggest cause of crashes
that I have observed has been the insistence
upon flying in too much wind. If you are under an
instructor’s control or on a buddy box, then follow their advice, but if you are starting out and
trying to learn on your own, regardless of the
model, I recommend dead calm to 3 mph for the
Slow Stick and Tiger Moth type airplanes and

of which way the model is going. Licensed pilots
have a lot of trouble with this one as they are accustomed to being in the airplane.
Here are two suggestions about how to work
on orientation when you are not flying:
Use a flight simulator on your PC. Pick a
slow-flying model and fly it a lot. Forget the jets
and fast airplanes. Pick a slow one. Focus on left
and right coming at you. Keep the airplane in
front of you. Don’t let it fly over your head.

An alternative is to try an RC car that has
proportional steering. You don’t have to worry
about lift, stall, and wind. Get something with left
less than 5 mph for all others. That includes
gusts. An experienced pilot can handle more. It is and right steering and speed control. Set up an
easy course that goes toward and away from you
the pilot, not the model that determines how
with lots of turns. Do it very slowly at first until
you can make the turns easily. Then build speed
over time. You’ll get it! If it has sticks instead of a
The wind was roughly 8 mph steady with
steering wheel, even better but not required. Oh,
gusts to 12. That was strong enough that some
of the experienced pilots flying 3- and 4-channel, and little cars are fun too.
Too Much Speed: Speed is the enemy of the
small electric airplanes chose not to launch. A
much wind can be handled.
Let me share a story:

new flier insisted that he wanted to try his 2- and
3-channel park flyers. Crash, crash, crash—three

new pilot, but if you fly too slowly the wings can’t
generate enough lift, so there is a compromise
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here. The key message is that you don’t have to

enough room. If you are flying a high-wing trainer

fly at full throttle all the time. Most small electrics
fly very nicely at 2/3 throttle and some do quite
well at 1/2. That is a much better training speed
than full power. Launch at full power and climb to
a good height, say 100 feet as a minimum, so

and you can’t do this, your airplane is out of trim.
Even in a mild breeze with some gusts, once
you reach flying height, you should be able to
take your hand oﬀ the stick. Yes, the airplane will
move around and the breeze might push it into a

you have time to recover from a mistake. At 100
feet, go to half throttle and see how the airplane
handles. If it holds altitude on a straight line, this
is a good speed. Now work on slow and easy
turns, work on left and right, flying toward you

turn, but it should continue to fly with no help
from you.
Along this same line of thinking, don’t hold
your turns for more than a couple of seconds after the airplane starts to turn. Understand that

and maintaining altitude. Add a little throttle if the the airplane turns by banking or tilting its wings.
airplane can’t hold altitude.
If you hold a turn too long, you will force the
model to deepen this bank and it will eventually
Not enough altitude: New fliers are often
lose lift and go into a spiral dive and crash. Give
afraid of altitude. They feel safer close to the
ground. Nothing could be more wrong. Altitude is your inputs slowly and gently and watch the airyour friend. As previously stated, I consider 100
feet—about double tree height where I live—as a
good flying height and I usually fly much higher
than this. Fifty feet, is minimum flying height for
new fliers. Below that you better be lining up for
landing.

plane. Start your turn, then let oﬀ, then turn some
more and let oﬀ. Start your turns long before you
need to and you won’t need to make sharp turns.
I just watch these guys hold the turn, hold the
turn, hold the turn, crash. Of course they are flying in 10 mph wind, near the ground, coming toward themselves at full throttle.

Overcontrol: Most of the time the airplane

Preflight check: Before every flight it is the

does not need input from you. Once you get to
height, a properly trimmed airplane flying in calm
air will maintain its height and direction with no
help from you. In fact, anything you do will interfere with the airplane.

pilot’s responsibility to confirm that the model,
the controls, and the conditions are correct and
acceptable for flight.
Airplane:

When teaching new pilots, I often do a demo
flight of their airplane. I get the model to 100 feet,
and then bring the throttle back to a nice cruising
speed. I get it going straight, with plenty of space
in front of it, then take my hand oﬀ the sticks and

• Batteries at proper power
• Surfaces properly aligned
• No damage or breakage on the airplane
• Everything secure
Radio:

hold the radio out to the left with my arms spread
• A full range check before the first flight of
wide to emphasize that I am doing nothing. I let
the day All trims and switches in the proper posithe airplane go wherever it wants to go, as long
tion for this model
as it is holding altitude, staying upwind, and has
• Battery condition is good
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• Antenna fully extended on 72 Mhz Systems
• For computer radios: correct model is displayed
• All surfaces move in the proper direction
Conditions:
• No one on the field or in any way at risk from
your flight
• You are launching into the wind
• Wing strength is acceptable (see wind information)
• Sunglasses and/or hat to protect your eyes
• All other area conditions are acceptable
Then and only then can you consider yourself,
your airplane, radio, and the conditions right for

Balloon landing near the field
during this years Balloon Fiesta

flight. Based on your model, your radio, and local
conditions, you may need to add or change
something here, but this is the bare minimum. It
only takes a couple of minutes at the beginning
of the flying day and only a few seconds to perform before each flight.
If this all seems like too much to remember,
do what professional pilots do, take along a preflight checklist. Before every flight they go down
the checklist, perform the tests, in sequence, and
confirm that all is right. If you want your flying
experience to be a positive one, you should do
the same. After a short time, it all becomes
automatic and a natural part of a fun and rewarding day.

Andy Wilson with his new Miss 2.

SWOP meet at the November Meeting
Got Clutter in your Shop. Need to sell some stuff? Bring it to
the November meeting. We’ll have a SWOP meet after the
meeting to help you get rid of that extra stuff or maybe acquire more R/C Goodies !
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MEETING MINUTES
Minutes from the October 2014 Club Meeting
The Meeting was called to order at 7:00pm

The meeting adjourned at 7:30pm.

with 7 members present.
Minutes were accepted as published.
Treasures Report was accepted as presented.

Raﬄe Results: Not held.

Garrys New T-28

Membership Report: 43 2014 Members.
4 Members Paid for 2015
Field Report: Members were out maintaining
the field. Garry brought the tractor and knocked
down the weeds, and leveled the ground next to
the runway. Weeds were removed from the parking area and under the awning. The runway was
swept of dirt and debris. Good job!
Safety: No Issues Noted.
Unfinished Business: Christmas Party: Preparations are set. The party is 6 Dec at Joe’s Pasta
House on Southern Blvd. Tickets are $10 per
person and are available from the club oﬃcers.
Don will email the club explaining party costs and
ticket pricing.
New Business: 1. Next meeting will have a
members Swop meet. Don will announce before
the meeting.
2. Club oﬃcer nominations are now Open. (No
nominations have been made.)

Turbulator:
Editor Don McClelland
We are always looking for articles,
pictures and your input!

Check that Crazy Color
Please support our sponsors:
HJobby Proz
2225 Wyoming Blvd NE # J
Albuquerque, NM 87112-2638
(505) 332-3797

RIO RANCHO RC CLUB
AMA Charter #2770

www.rioranchorcflyers.org

For comments, or suggestions

Next Club Meeting

Please Email Don at
macmoke1@gmail.com

November 3rd, 7:00pm at the Wallen Club House. 5545 Lilac Pl.
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